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Dates for your Diary

We had a very successful year in 2009
all the plays were very well received
and | am hoping that this success carri
on into 2010. Rehearsals are going we
for our February production of John

February 14th “Get in” at theatre

February 24th to 27th A Voyage Round

Mortimer's A Voyage Round My Father My Fathe
and withOn Your Honouset to round ) )
off the season in June, the first half of February 28th Get out” at theatre

the year promises to be very entertaining.

After a lot of thought, the committee have decided that we
should not renew our membership to NODA (National NODA Awards
Operatic and Dramatic Association) for 2010. We have been a

member of NODA for the past 5 years, and although, as you )
can see from the column right we have been nominated for /€ have been nominated by NODA for
awards, it seems to be very hit and miss as to whether we g8f€e awards for last February’s

a representative to come and see our shows. Out of 4 playgProduction of ‘It's Never Too Late’

last year, the rep only attended two productions. The

committee and cast and crew of ‘Play It Again, Sam’ were Best Supporting Actress
very upset that nobody from NODA could attend any of the . .
performances. NODA seems to be very heavily biased in Joan Mason as Linda Bridges
favour of musicals, and drama does appear come second best.

Best Actor
In addition to this, NODA North-West seems to be having a ,
lot of trouble with internal politics at the moment. The Joe McKeown as Peter Bridges
regional chairman has been dismissed from his post (for .
reasons not yet explained) and the website has been taken off Best Staging
line, and | have received letters from both sides of the )
argument promising to solve the situation soon. We had An award for the staging of the show
already made our decision not to renew before this situation ) ) )
came to light, and this just reinforces that decision. Congratulations to Eric and his cast and crew.

If you can do a night selling programmes AoWoyage Round 1Ne awards dinner is in Blackpool on

My Father, please give Pip Lewis a ring on 0151 606 9061, Sunday 2nd May 2010. If any member

or if you can do a night front of house for our show or any  Would like to attend, please let me know
others, please give Doreen Burr a ring on 0151 334 5269, [pefore 30th January. Obviously, preference

am sure she will be very happy to hear from you. Wri]" be given to the cast and crew of the
show.

David Oliver David Oliver
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February 24th - 27th 2010 JORIN MORTIMER’

Comedy Drama

A Voyage Round My Father
by John Mortimer

Father Eryl Hughes

Son Michael Hetherington

Ringer Leon, Reigate, Thong Richard Dodd

Director, Elizabeth’s son (1)

Headmaster, George David Oliver

Ham, Boustead, Sparks Joe McKeown Rehearsals are underway for this for our
Mr Morrow, Elizabeth’s son (2) production of John Mortimer’s classic play.
Japhet, Judge 1, Judge 2 Brian Sumner

He takes us from his upper middle-class

Cameraman, Doctor childhood and young adult life between the

Mother Betty Oliver . wars, as he grows up in the shadow of his
father, a brilliant, eccentric and completely

Elizabeth, Iris Lorna Wylie impossible barrister, who goes blind in
middle age but insists on continuing with life

M?ss Cox, Doris, Witness’ Val Marshall as though he hasn't.

'E)";Susg; erguson, Elizabeth's Despite sailing off to boarding school and to

war-work in a film studio, despite love and

Miss Baker, Mrs Reigate, Matron Julie Khayati marriage and the first glimmerings of a

First ATS, writing career, it is to the charismatic,
curmudgeonly father that the son always
Second ATS Joan Mason returns - with exasperation, frustration and

above all, with deep, hard-won love.
John Mortimer's father was not only the

Director Les Ebbrell inspiration forRumpole of the Baildyut is
Artistic Director June Butler alsothe central character in this witty and
moving play

June 9th - 12th 2010

On Your Honour
By Roger Leach & Colin Wakefield

= BEBINGTON DRAMATIC SOCIE]
e =" i

Barrister Hugo Barnes has organised the conference to impress the
new Lord Chancellor, Lord Lumsden-Clark, using the slogan "Clean [up
the Bar". However, his friend and collegue Nick Willmott has invited|a
young solicitors’ secretary along for the weekend. When Nick's
ANHIEARIOUS FARCE spendthrift wife turns up unexpectedly, quickly followed by her
spinster sister Liz who secretly dotes on Hugo, Hugo’s plans for a
trouble-free conference dissolve into chaos, amid misunderstanding

V)

narrow escapes and attempted sexual infidelity!

Director Betty Oliver




Our Season So Far

Damages

Steve Thompson’s new play got us of to an
interesting start in September.

From the Wirral Champion

put on new plays, so it was an interesting
experience to see ‘Damages’ by Steve Thomps
a new play that made a stir in London. It is a pyg@ot set in the editor’s office of a
newspaper, with the presses running outside bes tdom, with the deadline approaching an
the cast and audience aware of the very real d¢loatkis ticking away.

The script is interesting in that the clock is Idee of the actors, who have to look at it and
guote the time it says (not specified in the teixour actors make up the cast, the oldest,
Howard is the accurate proof reading editor, withddicts to his staff to add counties after
names ( | laughed at ‘sent to Coventry Warwickslhotg missed out on ‘Therapist’ on two
lines’) It was quite difficult to understand th&ernal politics of the news/media world and t
nastiness of the rival, Lister, the brashness @fyttung night editor, Bas, and very hard to c(
with clever barrister, Abigail, who had to deallwihe legalities, but was not so brilliant with
her own life.

| honestly didn’t notice the language, as | heanithe box, in the streets and even in the
playground!”

“Bebington Dramatic Society are kind to us, and
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Play It Again, Sam

We had a superb week and the audiences lov
the show. Below is the text of an email from on
of our season ticket holders. This is the respon
we received from a lot people.

“Of all the plays you have produced, this weeks
rendition was the one we were not particularly |
looking forward to.

How wrong can you be?

The concept was great and far from what we
expected, especially the presentation, product® :
lighting, and sound. Most of all however, was therg. Graham Breckon was truly fantastic
the ‘Woody Allen’ character Alan Felix. He must leaspent many hours studying and playir
out the stance, walk, speech etc of that greatchar. He even looked like him. How he
remembered all those lines we’ll never kndvine rest of the cast were really great and fully
supportive. Congratulations to all. Please thahkalcerned for a most enjoyable evening”.
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ChnsasQuiz

Our Christmas quiz night was held in the theatre bar on Saturday 5th December, and ghy@sdhad by all
who attended.

Everybody bought a plate of food, and a collection was held at the end of the evening fahé@ét’s Society
Our grateful thanks go to Julie Khayati for organizing it and supplying endlesstigsaritmulled wine and
treats, ably assisted by Betty Oliver.

(both pictured below getting into the party spirit!)

George and Doreen, who very kindly worked Carol and Joan attacking the food!
On the bar for us.

The next newsletter will be in May 2010, so if yohave any articles or items you would like
included, please email me with them by the end ofpil.
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