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 Once again I have been voted in as chair-

man of the society. As I commence my 
7th year in the office, I can’t help think-
ing, as I pointed out at the recent AGM, 
that the society would benefit from a new 
face in the post, in order to take the soci-
ety forward. However, I am happy to con-
tinue for another year with the hope that 

someone will step forward soon and take the job on. That said, 
we have had a very successful season  and I am looking for-
ward to this coming season, as we have some great plays lined 
up.  
The theatre box office has now gone live with the online book-
ing facility and it seems to have been a great success! It can 
now be accessed via the Gladstone theatre website 
www.gladstonetheatre.org.uk or there is a link from our own 
website. We also have a new agent for ticket sales, which is 
the Port Sunlight Museum Shop.  
During the summer recess, the lighting and sound box at the 
back of the auditorium has now been extended above the new 
box office. The work was carried out by the theatre technician 
Les Griffiths, and it will give us a lot more space up there. 
There are still 14 seats left in the auditorium which can be 
sponsored. If you are interested in taking one of them you can 
contact Alan Davies from the Theatre Trust on 0151 652 4566 
or you can write to him c/o the Gladstone Theatre, and he will 
be pleased to give you more details.   
I once again appeal to all our members to spare a few hours to 
help either backstage or front of house for either our shows or 
some of the trust shows. This is crucial for the future of the 
theatre and would take the burden off the few who do help. 
Also, please come along and support the plays, especially the 
cast and crew of Damages, who have worked very hard over 
the summer in what is a challenging play and I am sure they 
will appreciate your support.           

                                                        David Oliver 
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               9th to  12th September 2009             
                          Damages 
 
          Howard                              Joe Mckeown 
              Bas                                      William O’ Neill 
              Abigail                                Jane Hamlet 
              Lister                                  Brian Sumner 
 
              Director                              Eric Lewis               
            
Deep in the bowels of a tabloid newspaper office, the clock 
is ticking with only an hour left before the presses have to 
roll. A controversial photo of a children’s TV star has 
mysteriously turned up. Who sent it? Why? And is it really 
all it seems? 
Damages is a witty  and contemporary tale of power-hungry 
hacks, suicidal sub-editors and razor-sharp lawyers trying to put the past and the paper to bed.  
 
 Please Note : This play contains strong language! 
 

                                                 
            November 11th to 14th 2009 

              Play It Again, Sam 
             
 
   Allan Felix                   Graham Breckon 
    Nancy Felix                          Christine Williams  
   Bogart                                  Jonathan McGrath    
   Dick Christie                       Richard Dodd  
   Linda Christie                     Marie Williams 
    Sharon Lake/ Vanessa/                           
     Girl at Art Gallery /          Rosemary Blackburn   
    Sharon/ Gina/ Barbara      Claire Mason      
       
 

                                                             Director                               David Oliver  
 
Allan Felix, a writer for Film Quarterly is consumed by movies. His wife Nancy has just left 
him and unable to deal with this emotional turmoil, he seeks solace in the movies he loves, 
imagining  Humphrey Bogart has dropped by his apartment to offer advice on dealing with the 
ladies.                                                                                                                                       
Helping Allan meet new women are his good friends Dick and Linda Christie.  Finally, Allan 
realizes that he has been spending more time with Linda than anyone else and he is  becoming 
attracted to her -  she's the only woman he truly feels comfortable around....... 

 

 



          
                               A VOYAGE ROUND MY FATHER 
                                                       by John Mortimer   
        

                                             Auditions 

The auditions for  A Voyage Round My Father will be held on Wednesday 2nd September 2009 
at the Gladstone Theatre from 7.30pm.                      
There are many parts in this play as the action takes place over a number of years, so quite a few 
of the parts can be doubled up. The ages shown are only approximate and can be flexible. 
 

   

 

                                         
                                            On Your Honour 
                                by Roger Leech and Colin Wakefield 
             

                          Following the auditions on 12th August the cast is as follows :      

       
 

Father 60's      

Son 30's - 40's 

Mother 45 + 

Elizabeth/Iris 30's - 40's 

Headmaster/George 40's - 60's 

Ham/Boustead/Sparks/       
Mr Morrow 30's - 40's 

Matron/Miss Cox/Doris/Social 
Worker 30's + 

Mrs Reigate/Miss Baker/1st 
ATS /Witness 30's - 40's 

Ringer Lean/Thong/Film Direc-
tor 50's 

Japhet/1st Judge/2nd Judge/ 
Cameraman/Doctor 40's 

2nd ATS  30's - 40's 

Reigate 30's - 40's 

Christian Timothy Kelly 

Nick Willmott      David Oliver 

Hugo Barnes  Joe Mckeown 

Toni Taylor Mari Hughes-Edwards 

Gerald Blunt  Brian Sumner 

Hilary Willmott Joan Laycock 

Sir Harry Lumsden-Clark   Eric Lewis 

Liz Lumsden-Clark     Julie Khayati 



                                                                                                 
        
 

                                   Mike Smith 
                                1933—2009 
 
I was saddened to learn of the death of Mike Smith in June.  
Mike was a member of the society for several years al-
though his first loyalty was to the Carlton Players, which is 
where I first met him when he joined in 1981. We did many 
plays together in the early 80’s at The Little Theatre, which 
is where he met his wife Christine, and they were married in 
1983. Mike and Chris retained a soft spot for  BDS and 
were very supportive when we made the move from the  
Little Theatre to the Gladstone in 2001.  They came to many of the plays, and indeed were 
both at our last production of  ‘Hay Fever’ at the beginning of June.  
Mike offered to direct ‘Deathtrap’ for us in May 1988, and as it was quite a technically diffi-
cult play we jumped at it.  It turned out to be a great success for us and Mike stayed with the 
society and directed a number of plays : ‘Season’s Greetings’ in 1988, ‘Corpse’ in 1990, ‘The       
Exorcism’ in 1991, ‘Beyond Reasonable Doubt’ in 1992,  ‘See How They Run’ in 1993, and 
his last play for us was the one I think he was most fond of : ‘Lend Me A Tenor’ in May 1994.  
He will be sadly missed.  
 
                                     David Oliver 

                              Wedding celebration. 
 

James Kay and Caroline 
Sawley, both members 
of BDS were married at 
The Leasowe Castle 
Hotel on 17th May 
2009.  
Caroline was our secre-
tary for over 10 years 
and has appeared in 
many plays for us, her 
last appearance  being 
‘The  Accrington Pals’ 
in 2006. James has also 
played a number of 
roles for us, most nota-
bly in ‘Twelfth Night ‘ 
and ‘The Madness Of 
George III’.  

Some of the members of the society attended the 
“do” , either in the day or at the evening reception 
and a good time was had by all! The society 
would like to wish them best wishes for the future. 

 

                   Marie Shepard 
  

 

On the final night of ‘Hay Fever’, We 
presented Marie Shepard with a carriage 
clock, a bouquet of flowers and a cake to 
mark her 50 years membership with the 
society. 


